Five new school sites to be announced today
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State Department of Education Superintendent Paul Pastorek and Recovery School District chief Paul Vallas will announce the five schools sites at a press conference today that officials will renovate or break ground on by December, according to a press release. 

The announcement is scheduled for 1:30 p.m. at Lake Area Middle School, 6026 Paris Ave. 

The five schools are part of Paul Pastorek's "Quick Start" plan, an effort to show progress and spark the first wave of new construction before the completion of a larger master plan in 2008. The master plan would govern the rebuilding of the entire public school system, and construction is expected to wrap up by 2010. Those that are built under "Quick Start" plan are expected to be completed by the 2009 school year. 

Many school buidings were either extensively or moderately damaged by Hurricane Katrina, however some were already crumbling and suffering from deferred maintenance. Some buildings have since been boarded up and are now community eye sores. 

Some 17 community organizations, nonprofits and others submitted proposal for 18 sites to be part of the "Quick Start" process. Almost 50 Recovery District sites are eligible and all sites are under consideration. 

Criteria for selection include the availability of money from the Federal Emergency Management Agency and outside sources, as well as a site's connection to the Unified New Orleans Plan or one of the 17 zones the city has targeted for public investment. The decision also will take into account the shifting demographics city wide. 

Officials could chose some or none of the proposed sites. 

"The good news is that this isn't the only opportunity. This is just the first opportunity," Pastorek said, refering to the larger master plan. 

Three proposals seek the redevelopment of school sites that are connected to the Lafitte, C.J Peete and St. Bernard public housing complexes. One proposal seeks to rebuild L.B. Landry High, the city's second-oldest black high school. Another seeks to bring a charter school to William Frantz Elementary, the school that young Ruby Bridges, who is African-American, helped integrate in 1960. 

The Ruby Bridges Foundation submitted the proposal for the school. The curriculum as envisioned would have a civil rights and social justice focus. 

Another proposal from the education committee of the Gentilly Civic Improvement Association proposes a technology-focused high school at Lake Area Middle, the site of today's announcement. 

Karran Harper Royal, who wrote the proposal, said there isn't an open-admissions high school in the Gentilly neighborhood and the technology focus wil prepare students for the future. 

"Technology is a way to engage students in a way we haven't thus far," said Harper Royal. 

